
SUNSAAN, Katapathar  

Roughly translated to mean, peace, tranquility and quietude, Sunsaan, is an 

unbeatable combination of scenic beauty, simple village architecture combined with 

comfortable modern amenities and warm hospitality in the midst of litchi and mango 

orchards. 

 

Location and Climate 

A home on the east bank of the River 

Yamuna, Sunsaan is located in the 

village of Katapathar near Dehradun in 

Uttarakhand.  Situated at the foothills of 

the sub-Himalayan range, the winter 

months from October to March are cool 

with bright sunny skies making it the 

best time of the year for visitors. The 

summer, from April to Jun even though 

hot is the time for the litchi and mango 

harvests. The rains follow between July 

and September, and range from 

moderate to heavy. 

 

Population                                                                  

The ethnic group here is the Jaunsari who trace their origin to the Pandavas of the 

Mahabharat and are of great scholarly interest to anthropologists and sociologists as 

they form a distinct social group in the way they dress, eat and marry.  They were 

traditionally a polyandrous society, an example of this practice was Draupadi and her 

5 husbands in the Mahabharat (polyandry continues to be practiced in the remote 

areas of the mountains even though it is rapidly dying out).   

 

History of Sunsaan 

The seeds of Sunsaan were planted in the 1925 when Prince Jagut, the son of an 

exiled Nepalese Rana Prime Minister built a simple stone masonry one room cottage as 

Sunsaan : located on the bend of the river 
Yamuna, is set against the backdrop of 

the lower Himalayas 



The children make the compound 
come alive as they return from a 

field trip 

his hunting lodge. Once he made Sunsaan his 

permanent home a few years later, this modest structure 

slowly meta-morphed into what it is today. For the next 

three quarters of a century Prince Jagut, living in great 

harmony with the environment and the villagers 

entertained a diverse array of visitors. These included 

the political and social elite of colonial and independent 

India, and high ranking military leaders, local 

government functionaries, business families from the 

villages nearby and captains of industry from the Metros. 

They all came to secluded Sunsaan bewitched both by the persona of Prince Jagut 

and the physical beauty of the place. 

 

…..Sunsaan today 

Sunsaan is part of the Maharaj Kumar Jagut Shamshere Trust, with a mandate to 

run a village school for the underprivileged (currently 45 children). Students pay an 

average fee of Rs 50/- (US$ 1.00) per month with some getting scholarships, and the 

rest of the expenditure being picked up by the family.  

 

 

Running it as a commercial venture will allow the resort meet its social objectives of: 

 providing employment to the locals, 

 support the running of the school  

 preserving a heritage property. 

 
 

An eco-drive organized for the school 
children 



Sunsaan, The Ideal Getaway 

 

The river, swift, vigorous and young  forming  a constant aural and visual presence , 

the  ring of mountains with the Himalayas as a backcloth,  the laid back village life- all 

go to enchant the visitor to  Sunsaan. 

 

 

Sunsaan, the eco-resort 

The resort strives to adhere to the best 

environmental practices and aims to conduct 

business in a manner that will cause the least 

impact to the environment. Converting the 75 

year old fruit orchard to organic, composting 

of garbage, , serving local water- milled flours 

and good wholesome local food along with 

home made chutneys, preserves and jams, are 

initiatives in this direction.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The over 70-year-old Mango, Litchi 
and Amla orchards run along the river 

The view from the rear balcony Façade of the resort 



THE RESORT 

The family has attempted to recreate the flavor of Sunsaan’s past by retaining the 

original architectural structure while adding modern amenities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The resort has a valuable collection of 

photographs and books, which make for a 

very interesting read and give a glimpse into 

the privileged lives of days gone by. The 

property consists of 2 suites and 2 double 

rooms. The suites have their own private 

verandahs and windows, both overlooking the 

river flowing in the valley below. The rooms 

and spaces to lounge are truly special in the 

ambience and tranquility they offer, retaining 

the original character of the place. 

The “Aina Kotha” (Glass Room) 
where the mountains and the 

river become one with the 
insides 

The sit -out  is an „all-season‟ favorite 

The “Gibson Kotha” was built for Sir 
Edmund Gibson, a British 

administrator who would stay at 
Sunsan for months on end 



 The Living Room 

 

ACTIVITIES AROUND SUNSAAN 

Offering many things to many people, Sunsaan can be quite the perfect holiday 

destination 

Walks and treks  

The country side offers long treks and hikes ….through Sal wood forests and 

mountain villages. Overnight camping is also possible.  Since the property and family 

have been an integral part of the surrounding villages for many years, safety is 

assured. The walks and treks allow interaction with villagers and the traveler to 

experience a new culture. 

                                                                                                                   

Youthful and vigorous, the river has something to offer for everyone 

 
The river has something to offer for everyone 

Comment [a1]:  



For those interested in not venturing too 

far out, yet wanting to experience the 

outdoors, tents can be pitched in the 

orchard of fruit trees within the property.  

Duration of the treks can be modified to 

individual requirements from a few hours 

to half a day. Winter evenings are spent 

around a bonfire with the river raging 

past in the background (wood for the 

bonfire is wood lopped from fruit trees, 

which is an annual exercise, so is not 

environmentally destructive!) 

Angling 

 

For anglers, the Mahseer, one of the finest sport fish in the world, is available. All 

necessary permits from the forest department can be arranged.  If necessary, angling 

equipment can be rented from the property. Anglers are encouraged to practice ‘catch 

and release’.  

 

Bird watching 

The agricultural fields, the fruit orchards and the river bed attract a range of birds 

around these areas. For the truly serious bird watcher as well as for novices the Asan 

Walks around Sunsaan range from 
mountain treks to the perambulating 

stroll around the village 

The hooked Mahseer is photographed, gently massaged and released back into the river 



Barrage at a half hour’s drive is unbeatable as a bird watching site, attracting as it 

does thousands of migratory birds in the winter. 

 

Retreat for writers, artists and musicians  

Sunsaan - where the breathtaking river and spectacular hills eclipse all else- would be 

the perfect getaway for those in the creative field offering as it does, virtually no 

worldly distraction.   

                                   

Spiritual retreat 

These hills and valleys, which are also sometimes referred to as the ‘Mahabharat land’ 

as the Pandavs roamed here 12 long years, have attracted ordinary pilgrims and 

ascetics since times immemorial. Today the Ashok Ashram headed by Swami 

Chandraswami, a highly revered spiritual guru with a large Indian and international 

following, is a kilometer down stream, while the Osho Ashram is another kilometer in 

the opposite direction.  

 

Immediately in the vicinity of Sunsaan is the ancient Durga Mandir also going back to 

the 3rd Century AD. Morning and evening artis are a boisterous beating of drums and 

clanging of bells performed with great gusto by the local children under the guidance 

of the priest- participating in it.  

 

Yoga and meditation 

The peace and tranquility at Sunsaan makes it ideal for those interested in practicing 

yoga. An instructor can be arranged with advance notice.  

 

 



Local dance and music  

Traditional folk dances could be arranged in the resort which gives one a glimpse into 

the culture. 

 

Participating in everyday village activities and fruit harvesting 

To be able to observe and maybe participate in the simple day to day activities of 

village life, like the milking of cows, planting, harvesting and threshing of wheat, rice 

and other crops can be an invaluable experience for young children growing up in the 

cities who have all but lost their connection with the natural world. Similarly to be 

part of the team harvesting mangos and litchis in the summer months (extending from 

May to July) and Amla in the winter (December) is a thrilling experience.  

 

Historical Sites 

Situated at three hours drive into the mountains northwards, is Lakhamandal the 

site of a 5th century Shiva temple, which finds mention in the Mahabharat; the 

village with its huddle of slate roofed houses retains a quaint atmosphere. Westwards 

7 kms away is Kalsi with one of Asoka’s Edicts which dates back to the 3rd Century.  

20 kms in the other direction there are the ruins of the amphitheater where ancient 

Hindu Kings performed Ashvamagdh, the traditional horse sacrifice. 

  

 

 

 

 



Getting to Sunsaan 

Dehradun, the closest city to Katapathar is well connected by an air, road, and train 

network to Delhi and other major cities of the country 

 By Air: Delhi-Dehradun [Jolly Grant airport] is a one hour flight, and then 

approximately a 2 ½ hour journey by road- to Katpathar, via Dehradun and 

Vikas nagar. 

 By Road:There are two routes from Delhi: 

a) Delhi-Katapathar via Muzaffarnagar, Roorkee, Mohand Pass & 

Dehradun 250 Kms. Then towards Vikas Nagar onto Katapathar 

another 60km. 

b) Delhi-Katapathar via Shamli and Saharanpur and then through 

the  very scenic Timli pass through the Shivaliks) 6 hours & about 

260 km. 

 

o Chandigarh –Katapathar approximately 3 hours   

 

 By Train 

o 3 trains a day connecting Delhi-Dehradun  

 

 


